Year 4 Curriculum Overview - Autumn Term 1 – 2025/2026 🎒✨
Religious Education (RE) ✝️📖
This term, our big question is: “What do Christians learn from the Creation Story?” Through discussion and exploration, the children will learn to make connections between biblical texts and Christian beliefs about God. We will also look at how Christians put their faith into practice through worship and daily life. Throughout the unit, the children will be encouraged to reflect and develop their own thoughts and insights about the themes we explore.
English ✍️📚
This term, we will continue to place a strong emphasis on letter formation and handwriting. The children will read independently each day, as well as take part in whole-class guided reading sessions. Our class text for the term is Ariki and the Giant Shark by Nicola Davies, which will support both our reading comprehension and discussion skills. We will also explore Haiku poetry, learning how to read, recite, and write our own poems following the traditional structure. In writing, our focus will be on crafting a “beat the monster” story, using the Talk for Writing approach. A short film will act as our key stimulus to inspire ideas and develop storytelling techniques. Weekly spelling and grammar lessons will continue, with key concepts also reinforced through our day-to-day English activities.
Maths ➕➖
This term, we will begin by focusing on place value, including reading, presenting, and partitioning numbers up to 1,000. The children will use number lines to estimate and locate numbers, and will learn how to round to the nearest 10, 100, and 1,000. Following this, we will move on to addition and subtraction of numbers up to four digits, with an emphasis on building confidence in methods that do not require exchanging. To support fluency, the children will also take part in daily times tables practice and weekly checks.
Science 🔬🌱
This term, we will begin by exploring how to group and classify animals and plants, learning about their features and the differences between living things. Later in the term, we will move on to the topic of States of Matter, investigating solids, liquids, and gases. Throughout our science work, the children will take part in a range of practical experiments, developing their enquiry skills and learning about the processes scientists use to observe, predict, and draw conclusions.
Art & Design 🎨📖
This term, our focus will be on storytelling through art. Using our sketchbooks, the children will explore how artists and designers use images to tell stories. We will study a range of inspiring creators to develop our understanding and gather ideas. Drawing on this inspiration, the children will plan and create their own graphic stories, which we hope to share with children in other classes later in the term.
French 🇫🇷🗣️
This term, our focus will be on developing the children’s spoken French. We will begin by exploring French phonics to help with accurate pronunciation and listening skills. Alongside this, the children will learn some key introductory words and everyday phrases to build their confidence in using the language.
PE 🤾‍♀️💃
PE will take place every Tuesday and Wednesday this term. Our focus will be on developing skills in netball and dance. The children will work on teamwork, coordination, and movement, while building confidence in both competitive and creative physical activities.
Personal, Social, Health & Citizenship (PSHCE) 🌍💙
This term, we will follow the Jigsaw programme with the unit Being Me in My World. In our weekly sessions, the children will explore their sense of identity, understand their place within the class and wider community, and reflect on friendships and responsibilities. These sessions aim to support emotional wellbeing, self-awareness, and positive relationships.
History – The Bronze Age 🛡️🏺
Building on the children’s learning about the Stone Age last year, this term we will continue our journey through Ancient Britain by exploring the Bronze Age. We will investigate how the discovery and use of bronze shaped life in Britain, including changes to settlements, tools, and daily routines. The children will examine historical evidence from this period, with a particular focus on findings from our local area. We also hope to enhance our learning with a visit to Flag Fen in Peterborough, where the children can experience history beyond the classroom.
Computing 💻🌐
This term, we will be learning about computing systems and networks, focusing on how information is shared between digital devices. The children will explore different types of networks and understand how data travels and is communicated across these systems.
Music 🎸🎶
This term, the children will explore the origins of rock and roll music. They will learn to play the Hand Jive and Rock Around the Clock, with a focus on understanding the ‘walking bass line’ that characterises the style. The unit will conclude with a class performance, where the children will showcase what they have learned together.
