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St. Mary & St. John
Church Of England Voluntary Aided Primary School

North Luffenham, Rutland

Headteacher: Mrs Hannah Roddy


Monday 1st September 2025
Dear Parents/Carers                                                                                                   
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a warm welcome to Key Stage 2 and I hope you all had an enjoyable summer break. The children have already begun to settle into the routines and expectations of Year 3 well. It has been lovely to see how happy they are to be back in school after such a long time away. It has been lovely to begin to get to know the children and yourselves, and I am looking forward to what will no doubt be an excellent year.
PE kit

This term, PE will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Children are to come into school in the correct PE kit, as this will save valuable lesson time and aid with transitions. The PE includes black shorts or a skort, PE t-shirt, red PE socks, school hoodie, jogging bottoms, inside PE shoes (plimsolls) and outside PE trainers. In the interest of safety, it is compulsory for pupils with hair shoulder length or longer to have it tied back.  All jewellery and watches must be removed, including earrings; if earrings cannot be removed, please supply medical tape as they must be taped during PE. 
Class Dojo

We will continue to use Class Dojo for class updates, which will be posted as and when necessary to both celebrate pupils’ work and keep you up to date with any class events and information. Your child will be given Class Dojo ‘points’ for positive learning and behaviour, which you will be able to track via the app. Please do let me know if you have any queries around Class Dojo and I will be more than happy to help. 
Homework – to begin Friday 12th September.

Each week children will be set some compulsory homework tasks. These will be to practice each day on Spelling Frame and on TT Rockstars. Reading is expected to be completed and recorded on the Boom Read App/website (Go Read) 5x per week. In Key Stage 2, children are expected to comment on the book they are reading. Once they have finished their reading book, free readers should write a book review about it. We will also be setting an extra Picture News task each week that are not compulsory, however the children will receive an extra Dojo point per each task completed. These are in place to deepen the children’s learning from the week. Homework will always be set on a Friday to be ‘returned’ completed for the following Friday.
All homework will begin on Friday 12th September.
Spellings will continue to be taught in school and children will then also be given weekly spellings to practise, learn and test themselves - using the website www.spellingframe.co.uk. I am able to see the results of the tests on Spelling Frame and will be providing daily opportunities to continue to support the children in class. A new spelling list will be released onto your child’s account every Friday and they will have a week to complete at least 2 tests as well as any of the games they wish to play. If there are any issues, worries or concerns regarding homework (including access to the internet), then please do contact me and we can arrange an agreement and/or extra support for your child – I welcome any communication with this. 
Items in school
Please ensure the children have a warm coat and suitable footwear to be outside in the coming weeks. As in previous years, children are encouraged to bring in Wellies so they can play outside in wet weather. 
Also, children have the option to bring in a few items of stationery (writing pens, pencils, ruler, rubber and pencil sharpener), however all these items are available in class for the children to use. Any colouring pens can be kept in their lockers and trays and used when an activity requires them. 

We ask that other items from home (toys, teddies, jewellery, fidgets, accessories) are kept at home unless first discussed with Miss Ward or Mr Clark. This is to ensure that personal items that are important to the children are not lost or broken. 
Keep your eye on the Class Dojo page for regular updates! I am really looking forward to working with the class this year and sharing their achievements with you. 
If you would like to contact me to discuss anything further, please message me via Class Dojo or, if necessary, via email at: carrie.ward@northlufenham.rutland.sch.uk
Thank you for your support.
Kind Regards,

Miss Carrie Ward
Year 3 Class Teacher
SMSJ



Church Street, North Luffenham, Nr. Oakham, Rutland. LE15 8JR
Telephone:  01780 720184  • Email: office@northluffenham.rutland.sch.uk  • Website: www.northluffenham.org
Let your light shine Matthew 5:16 





Geography: We will be looking at natural disasters such as earthquakes and volcanoes. We will be looking at how, why and where they occur, before exploring the impact on humans. The children will be designing their own earthquake resistant buildings, making models of tectonic plates, and creating the earth’s structure out of different materials.





SCIENCE: This term we will be completing our ‘Nutrition and Diet’ topic, linking it with our DT project. The children will begin to understand more about food sustainability, healthy diets, seasonal produce and food waste. Towards the end of the term, we will be moving towards our Physics units, first starting with our Rocks topic. Here we will be exploring the different types of rock, before carrying out a local scientific investigation. 





ENGLISH: In Year 3 we will aim to read every day during a timetabled guided reading session. We will also listen and respond to a range of class books starting with ‘The Abominables’ by Eva Ibbotson. This will lead us into the winter season as the children explore the magical journey across the wintery wonderland. Alongside this, we will be learning to write our own Losing Tales, modelling our work on the short story ‘Lost Property’.


The spellings over the next term will look at the ending ‘-ly’ and how to change words into adverbs. 


Cursive handwriting, letter formation punctuation and grammar will be continued.
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Autumn Term 2


   


Earthquakes and Volcanoes





PSHE: We will continue to follow the Jigsaw scheme for our PHSE lessons, linking this with our school values and Picture News sessions. 


This term, the children will be focussing on celebrating differences within our community. We will be discussing topics such as family structures, conflict, harmful stereotypes and how to be a member of our community.








PE: On Tuesdays the children will be taking part in various indoor and outdoor games (weather dependant). They will be developing their team skills, agility, patience and overall physical ability.


On Thursdays the children will be taking part in outdoor PE lessons with Miss Britton. Please ensure that the children come to school in the appropriate PE kit and footwear for this.


Red socks are a required part of the school uniform in KS2.





FRENCH: The children will continue to develop their verbal French skills through conversations and discussions. They will build on their knowledge of greetings, to asking questions about age, birthday, days of the week and directions. As before, we will use songs, role play and games to learn the necessary language.





MUSIC: This term the children will be developing their singing, rhythm, pace and their listening skills. They will be exploring traditional Indian music styles, aiming to compose their own Indian inspired piece of music.





RE: This term we will be looking at The Deeper Meaning of Festivals, and how different religions celebrate important times of the year. We will be looking at the festivals of Easter, Christmas, Passover, Vaisakhi, Eid Al Fitr, Ramadan and Diwali. There will also be a whole school focus on the season of Advent.





DT: In our first DT project of KS2, the children will build on their prior knowledge of food, to design, create and then test seasonal recipes. We will be focusing on where our food comes from, food sustainability, season produce. The children will develop their knife skills in producing a seasonal recipe.














MATHS: In our maths lessons this term, we will be continuing our topic of Addition and Subtraction, working specifically with exchanging when crossing a boundary. Here the children will work out problem solving questions that involve a higher order level of thinking and discussion. We will then be moving onto Multiplication and Division, where the children will learn how to share and group amounts. This will mirror their continuing work on Times Table Rock Stars, as the class will be soon moving onto looking at the 5- and 3-times tables. Using the TTRS platform will aid your children in accessing the curriculum. 








