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St. Mary & St. John
Church Of England Voluntary Aided Primary School

North Luffenham, Rutland

Headteacher: Mr Steven Flowers



January 2025 

Dear Parents/Carers,

Happy New Year and welcome to Spring Term 1. I hope you and your children all had a fantastic Christmas and New Year. I would like to thank you for all the thoughtful cards and gifts I received. It was extremely generous of you.  

Our timetable has remained much the same this term. PE will continue to be on Wednesday and Thursdays. PE Kit consists of: blue shorts, blue jogging bottoms, long red socks PE t-shirt, PE hoodie, outdoor trainers, indoor plimsolls. Please make sure your child has all the equipment required to enable them to take part in all aspects of the PE curriculum. As I mentioned on the curriculum map, children can bring in some shin pads for hockey. 

During the wetter weather, we still intend to make full use of our outside space during break times and lessons.  Therefore, all children must come to school with a suitable coat and wellies or boots; this will allow the children to make full use of our school grounds throughout the term.

Homework will be sent out on Fridays and must be completed by the following Friday. Times Table Rock Stars should be used as often as possible. On the program you can check your child’s progress via the Heat Map. This tells you which questions they answer quickly and which ones they need to work at recalling. I hope this is helpful. Also, please encourage your children to read every night and make a comment about what they have read on Go Read as well as completing the SpellingFrame and Mymaths each week. 
On the back of this letter is on overview of this term’s topic and the areas of learning that we will be covering between now and half term. If you would like to discuss anything further then please do not hesitate to contact me via nicola.thornton@northluffenham.rutland.sch.uk or message me on Class Dojo. 
Many thanks for your continued support
Mrs N Thornton



Church Street, North Luffenham, Nr. Oakham, Rutland. LE15 8JR
Telephone:  01780 720184  • Email: office@northluffenham.rutland.sch.uk  • Website: www.northluffenham.org
Let your light shine Matthew 5:16
ART: This term our art project will focus on Architecture. The children will learn about the work of an architect, exploring the works of artists and designers, how line, form, structure, material, and scale are all used to make architecture interesting, and how they help to fulfil a design brief. The unit will culminate in the creation of a model house following the designs and ideas in their sketch book.





SCIENCE: This term we are building on the units of properties of materials using the White Rose Science Scheme. The main focus of this is centred around materials that conduct and insulate and will involve many hands-on experiments. The children will also work on their scientific skills, through making predictions, planning methods, recording results, changing variables, making a fair test and writing conclusions.








Year 5





ENGLISH: In Year 5 we will continue to read independently and during a daily whole class shared reading session. Our focus will be on practicing reading with fluency and I hope this will be a priority when reading at home. We will listen and respond to a range of texts with our focus book being Windrush Child. Our writing will follow the ‘Talk for Writing’ process starting with Free Verse Poetry and moving to a change story and then writing a non- Fiction discussion text. Spelling and grammar sessions will be timetabled weekly with elements coming through our daily work. 
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Spring Term 1





The Romans





RE: In RE, we will be looking to answer the question- What would Jesus do? In this unit we will compare the meaning of Gospel texts. We will learn about the foundations for living, how to make a better world and about prayer in the modern world. In addition to this we will discuss if enemies can become friends.





MATHS: To begin the term we will continue our focus on Multiplication and division. Here the children will learn about prime numbers, square numbers, cube numbers and multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000. Following this, they will then move on to fractions. For this, children will need to know their times tables and be able to recall them quickly. We will learn to convert improper fractions to mixed number fractions and visa versa; compare and order fractions and add and subtract 2 mixed fractions. 





FRENCH: The children will continue to learn French with Mrs Briggs this term.  This term we will be learning about saying what I and others do, saying how m


any and also describing things.





HISTORY: 


In History, the children will be learning about the Romans. We will recap how Rome was formed, the Roman beliefs and how they developed. They will also learn about Roman society and the crime and punishment that was present during the Roman times.  We will use this information to understand how the Roman invasion affected Britain and how we can still see the effects to this day.











PE: In Wednesday’s PE lessons, the children will be doing hockey where they will need shin pads, red socks, Joggers, hoodies and gloves. In these lessons they will learn how to hit, and defend the ball, work as a team and play the game. Thursday’s PE lessons this term will be Gymnastics. Here the children will revise the fundamentals and work on incorporating them into routines along with different ways to travel and balances.





COMPUTING: This term’s focus is on Digital Citizenship and E-safety. We will learn about media choices, private and personal information, keeping games fun and friendly, being a super digital citizen and knowing a creator’s rights and responsibilities.





MUSIC: This term, the children’s learning in these lessons will be focused on the Blues. They will learn about the history of the Blues, playing a chord, the 12 bar blues, the blues scale, and improvisation. 








