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St. Mary & St. John
Church Of England Voluntary Aided Primary School

North Luffenham, Rutland

Headteacher: Mrs Hannah Roddy


February 2026 

Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back to Spring Term 2. I hope you and your children all had a lovely, restful half term. 
To start, we will also be hosting Parents Evening again on the second week of term. Please keep your eyes out for more information on Classdojo about this. In order to collect our next set of data, we will be conducting an assessment week in week 4. Here the children will do a number of assessments including a reading comprehension, maths paper and spelling test. This is for us to see where the children currently are and they will also be used to identify any gaps in the children’s learning. 
PE will continue to be on Wednesday and Thursday so please send the children into school wearing their PE Kits. PE Kit consists of: blue shorts, blue jogging bottoms, long red socks PE t-shirt, PE hoodie, outdoor trainers, indoor plimsolls. Please make sure your child has all the equipment required to enable them to take part in all aspects of the PE curriculum. 
During the wetter weather, we still intend to make full use of our outside space during break times and lessons.  Therefore, all children must come to school with a suitable coat and wellies or boots; this will allow the children to make full use of our school grounds throughout the term. Mrs Roddy has also mentioned that waterproof trousers would be a great idea for the children to wear if they would like to use the forest area at lunchtimes as this area can be quite muddy, 
Homework will be sent out on Fridays and must be completed by the following Friday. This will usually consist of Mymaths, SpellingFrame, Times Table Rock Stars and occasionally Picture News. TT Rockstars should be used as often as possible. On the program you can check your child’s progress via the Heat Map. This tells you which questions they answer quickly and which ones they need to work at recalling. I hope this is helpful. Also, please encourage your children to read every night and make a comment about what they have read on Go Read. 
This term, we have both World Book Day (Thursday 5th March)  and TT Rockstars Day (Thursday 26th March). For TT Rockstars Day, the children will be able to come into school dressed as a rockstar. They will do some times tables based activities, take part in a live TT Rockstars lesson and also perform in a TT Rockstars concert. 
On the back of this letter is on overview of this term’s topic and the areas of learning that we will be covering between now and half term. If you would like to discuss anything further then please do not hesitate to contact me via nicola.thornton@northluffenham.rutland.sch.uk or message me on Class Dojo. 
Many thanks for your continued support,

Mrs N Thornton

SCIENCE: This term’s topic is Animals including humans. During these sessions we will learn about the human life cycle, babies and children, adolescence and puberty, adults and the elderly, gestation periods of mammals and gestation periods and lifespan. 








DESIGN TECHNOLOGY: This term our focus will be on electrical and mechanical systems. Here the children will design and create using doodles. They will then make a pop up book learning how to use layers and spacers. They will also be writing and illustrating their book. 





MATHS: This term will continue to have a heavy focus on fractions. To support this I strongly advise all children to use TTRock Stars daily to embed the quick recall of multiplication, which in turn will enhance their understanding of fractions. It would also be really helpful for the children to become familiar with telling the time at any opportunity that they get. I will also continue to help the children to embed their written methods for addition, subtraction multiplication and division. 





Spring Term 2








ENGLISH: In Year 5 we will continue to read independently and during a daily whole class guided reading session. We will listen and respond to a range of texts with our focus book ‘The Witches’ by Roald Dahl. Our writing will follow the ‘Talk for Writing’ process continuing with our Change tale that we started last term. Narrative writing will be based on a suspense story and non-fiction work will focus on a discussion text Spelling and grammar sessions will be timetabled weekly with elements coming through our daily work. 








Year 5





RE: This term we will be looking to answer the question-What do Christians believe Jesus did to save human beings? Children will know how the Gospels give accounts of Jesus’ death and resurrection and how Christians interpret this is a sacrifice for sin; the death of the devil and leading people from darkness to light. This topic will culminate at Easter.





MUSIC: This term, the children will be focusing on the unit compositions for the festival of colour. Here they will associate music with different colours, represent music as a graphic score, create a vocal composition based on a picture, create a piece of music based on a colour and perform this. 





Geography


This term our lessons will be based around the big question- Are we damaging our world? Here we will explore climate change and its causes, why we should protect our oceans, where energy comes from and also how sustainable our school is. The children will also look into what we can do to help to saved our planet.  





	





COMPUTING: This Term we will be learning about Flat-File Databases which are a database consisting of one table. These lessons will cover creating paper databases, computer databases, using database, using search tools, comparing data visually and databases in real life.  





FRENCH: This term we will be learning vocabulary associated with food. The children  will learn the names of different foods. They will also learn how to say which foods they like a dislike and will also learn how to order food.  





PE: Will continue to be on Wednesdays  and Thursdays each week. The focus this term is on dance and netball. Please remember to come dressed in the appropriate PE kit for each day. 








