[image: ]St. Mary & St. John
Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School
North Luffenham, Rutland


Headteacher: Mrs H Roddy

Dear Reception families,
                              
Welcome back to the second half of the spring term, it’s been a busy start already and the children have been keen to get cracking!

In our learning this term we will be focusing on the theme Spring Time. We will be looking for the signs of spring, discussing rain, flood and drought. We will also be looking more closely at the animals and flowers of spring time as we see new life appear. The children will be looking at the different birds as they return from migration, nests and beginning to follow the journey of the Ospreys as they return to Rutland water. Lots of our stories and artwork will be inspired by these themes. We will also be focusing on the Easter story in our RE sessions and looking at how and why we celebrate this.

In reading, we will continue with our phonics programme (Read Write Inc). We have learnt all set 1 sounds and will continue to revise these along with letter formation. We will be continuing our set 2 sounds and focusing on our blending both oral and when reading green words. The children will continue to develop their Fred Spelling skills to support them when writing labels, captions and simple sentences in our written work inspired by our themes and books. As the children become confident with their sounds and blending they will work their way through blending books, ditty sheets/books and other coloured books from our Read Write Inc Scheme. Please continue to read with your child as much as possible, enjoy story books at home and log this reading on Boom Reader. We will continue to read with the children in school throughout the week so please can reading folders be in each day. Our reading book changing day is on a Thursday. I added the green words to dojo last term for those who would like to continue work on blending at home. Further support for phonics at home can be found on this website Parent guide to Read Write Inc. Phonics - Oxford Owl

Our maths learning this term continues with measure then onto our understanding of the numbers to ten focusing in on 9 and 10. We will then look at our number bonds and continue to work on our doubles. We will also be exploring height, length, 3D shapes and patterns. To support at home please continue to encourage your child to recognise the numerals 1-10 around home and in their everyday life. Practice counting and recognising the patterns in the number system (teen numbers always catch us out!) and encouraging children to see how numbers are made. Learning to Count with these fun Counting Games This website has some lovely interactive games to support with this. 

As part of our Early Learning Goal of Understanding the World- Past and Present we will be discussing toys from the past. The children will be thinking about how toys have changed and we would love to see any photos parents or grandparents may have of themselves with their favourite toys from when they were little. If you have any and would like to share them via dojo we would be very grateful.

As part of our PSHE- Jigsaw sessions this term we will be talking about Being Healthy. We will be looking at the importance and effect healthy foods, exercise, mental wellbeing and sleep have on our bodies and self.

The weather is still very changeable at this time of year therefore please can the children have in school access to hats and gloves, waterproof coats, spare joggers, hoodies and socks to cover us for all eventualities. Please can these all be clearly labelled as well as their school uniform which should be worn each day, unless they are attending a sports club after school.

Children will continue to have access to milk until their 5th birthday and everyone has access to free fruit for one of their snack times. We would be grateful if all other snacks sent in could be of the healthy variety including but not restricted to fruit, vegetables and cereal bars, yoghurts and rice cakes. We are also a nut free school. Thank you for your continued support with this. Please can all children also have a filled, named water bottle with them at school each day.





Key dates this term.
3rd, 4th 5th March- Parents Evening
Thursday 7th March- World Book Day (Dress as your favourite book character or in your PJs, bring a book to share)
Friday 20th March- Red Nose Day (Wear a splash of red)
Tuesday 24th March-  2:45pm Come and see what we’ve been learning- stay and play (Reception Class)
Thursday 26th March- Times Table Rockstar day (more information to follow)
Friday 27th March- Easter Service 1:15pm (Church) Final day of term- 2:15pm Early Finish.

Please check the school newsletter for any time or date changes.

If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to contact me on: louise.gamble@northluffenham.rutland.sch.uk  catch me at the door or send me a message on class dojo. 

Thank you for your continued support,
Yours sincerely,
Mrs Louise Gamble





Church Street, North Luffenham, Nr. Oakham, Rutland. LE15 8JR
Telephone:  01780 720184  • Email: office@northluffenham.rutland.sch.uk  • Website: www.northluffenham.org
Let your light shine Matthew 5:16
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