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St. Mary & St. John
Church Of England Voluntary Aided Primary School

North Luffenham, Rutland

Headteacher: Mrs Hannah Roddy


Monday 23rd February 2026
Dear Parents/Carers                                                                                                   
I would first like to say a huge thank you for the support and cooperation last term, especially during our Ancient Egypt topic. The children’s enthusiasm, enjoyment and engagement was incredible and we really did have lots of fun. It is safe to say I am excited for our Geography topic this term. 
PE kit

This term, PE will be on TUESDAY and THURSDAY. The children are to come into school in the correct PE kit on these days. Please ensure the clothing is suitable to the weather on these days, as we will be utilising the outdoor spaces as much as possible. If needed, please refer to the Uniform and PE kit policy to check what is required. 

In the interest of safety, it is compulsory for pupils with hair shoulder length or longer to have it tied back. All jewellery and watches must be removed, including earrings; if earrings cannot be removed, please supply medical tape as they must be taped during PE. 

Homework 

· MyMaths: I am aware of some previous technical issues regarding the setting and completion of homework on the MyMaths platform, however I am hoping these have been resolved. The homework will be set on Mondays to be completed and submitted by the following Monday. The tasks will be closely linked to the work done in class, and children should try to independently complete these.

· Boom Reader: Reading is expected to be completed and recorded on the Boom Read App/website (Go Read) at least 3x per week. Children will read to an adult in school as many times as possible during the term. 
· Spelling Frame: Spellings will continue to be taught in school and children will then also be given weekly spellings to practise, learn and test themselves - using Spelling Frame. A new spelling list will be released onto your child’s account every Monday and they will have a week to complete at least 2 tests as well as any of the games they wish to play. 

· TTRS: Times tables are now a crucial part of the KS2 journey and practicing them daily is the best way to progress. TTRS will now be used for individual weekly checks and challenges for the children, which will be completed in school. Practicing at home is essential, so please continue to encourage the children to access the site for at least 10 minutes a day at home. 
Parent’s evening 

This term we have another opportunity to discuss your children’s progress so far in Year 3. These appointments will take place week commencing 2.3.26, and slots will be available to book via the Calendly website (the same as the Autumn Term parent’s evening). More details about this will be released in the meantime. If you have any questions or queries about this, please contact me. 

Items in school

Please ensure the children have a warm coat and suitable footwear to be outside in the coming weeks. Wellies and waterproof trousers are required in order for children to play in the forest and woodland areas. 
Children have the option to bring in a few items of stationery (writing pens, pencils, ruler, rubber and pencil sharpener), however all these items are available in class for the children to use. Any colouring pens can be kept in their lockers and trays and used when an activity requires them. 

We have seen a sharp increase in the amount of items and toys brought in from home. We ask that items from home (toys, teddies, jewellery, fidgets, accessories) are kept at home unless first discussed with Miss Ward, Mr Clark or Mrs Roddy. This is to ensure that personal items that are important to the children are not lost or broken. I appreciate your continued cooperation and support on this matter. 
Please keep an eye out for regular updates, messages and class information on the Class Dojo app. Key dates for the term will be released soon via Class Dojo.

If you would like to contact me to discuss anything further, please message me via Class Dojo or, if necessary, via email at: carrie.ward@northlufenham.rutland.sch.uk

Thank you for your continued support and kindness,
Kind regards,
Miss Ward


Church Street, North Luffenham, Nr. Oakham, Rutland. LE15 8JR
Telephone:  01780 720184  • Email: office@northluffenham.rutland.sch.uk  • Website: www.northluffenham.org
Let your light shine Matthew 5:16 





RE: This term we will be looking at Salvation as part of our Understanding Christianity curriculum. In line with the Easter celebrations, we will be exploring the meaning and importance of Salvation, including the relevance it has on our lives today. Children will draw on their own experiences and previous knowledge. 





PSHE: We are continuing to use the Jigsaw scheme, with a focus this term on Healthy Me. The children will explore what it means to be healthy, ways they can keep themselves healthy. We will also look at how being safe links to being healthy. Mental health and wellbeing will also be discussed. 





PE: Our PE days this term are Tuesday and Thursday. We will be using both the hall and the outdoor spaces for our PE lessons. The children will be learning the fundamentals of gymnastics, hockey and football.


Children are to come into school in their PE kits on the correct days. Please ensure the clothes are suitable for the weather on that day, as the outdoor areas will be used as much as possible.





ART: This term the children will be looking at how to tell stories through making and drawing. We will be taking inspiration from Quentin Blake’s illustrations, before making our own characters from Roald Dahl stories. Our final project will include papier mache, Modroc clay and various painting techniques. 











Year 3


Spring 2





Why are rivers so important?





GEOGRAPHY: Our key enquiry question this term is ‘Why are rivers so important?’. With this, we will be conducting a local geography trip to one of the nearby rivers and exploring the surroundings and impact the river has on the area. We will also be look at the importance of rivers across the world, how humans have adapted to living near rivers, and also how they are formed. 





SCIENCE: This term we are exploring our Physics topic of Light. We will start by identifying light sources and understanding how we see. We will then finish the topic by planning investigating and evaluating how shadows work and what factors impact shadows. 


Scientific elements will also be found in our Geography topic, with links made to our previous focus on soils and rocks. 





MATHS: We will then be moving onto the Length and Perimeter unit, where children will be building on their KS1 knowledge of how to measure length. We will be focusing on using measurements to solve problems and work out the perimeter of shapes. Practical elements will be incorporated into the topic, with children learning how to measure objects and apply this in everyday activities. 


TTRS will continue to be used both inside and outside of school with additional individual weekly challenges. 


MyMaths will be used for consolidating the children’s learning.








ENGLISH: In Year 3 we will aim to read every day during a timetabled guided reading session. We will also listen and respond to a range of class books. We will be finishing off our previous class book, Tilly and the Time Machine, which the children have been enjoying. We will then move onto ‘The Boy Who Grew Dragons’. This explores the creative and imaginative nature of being a child.  


Our fiction text centres around the book and film ‘Soar’. With this, we will be exploring the features of a Wishing Tale. Handwriting and spelling practice will continue, with weekly spelling homework available on Spelling Frame. 








MUSIC: This term our music focus is Jazz. We will be learning how to identify and compose jazz inspired pieces, such as Ragtime, Scat singing and Jazz swung rhythms.   





FRENCH: The children will be continuing to make progress in their spoken and written language. We will be building on previous French phonics knowledge by exploring elements of everyday spoken French. We will continue to use the Rachel Hawes scheme to aid our progression.








